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to sixty degrees. As he works, the teacher can help him
identify the mo\ements> that are bringing success. Experi-
ments have shown that guiding the child's hand through the
movements is of little value. The teacher may help the
children make their movements more efficient by using the
results of a motion study of the processes involved in such
motor activities as writing, holding a book, skipping to
music., and erasing a blackboard.
Verbal instruction is usually less effective than a demon-
stration and, in writing especially, a copy that is neither too
easy nor too difficult should be provided. This model may
be a sentence, which says something the child wishes to
communicate, written by the teacher while the child is watch-
ing. After he has seen the teacher write it, he should try
to copy it himself.
The improvement of writing results from critical evalua-
tion of systematic practice. Handwriting scales 4 are useful
in helping the child to evaluate his writing. He may com-
pare his own attempts with the model and so see more
clearly his progress. Such specific knowledge of results is
decidedly an aid in learning. The child falling short of
attaining the desired result will be restless and dissatisfied
with his unsuccessful movements and will be stimulated by
success to put forth still more effective effort.
Formal drill in handwriting with emphasis on a uniform
rhythm and movement is being replaced by specific indi-
vidualized instruction. If the valentine for his mother is
not written as well as the child desires, he should be en-
couraged to practice certain words and even letters until
they conform more closely to his ideal.
What Can the Parent Do to Help a Child Learn to
Write? — The parent, as well as the teacher, can re-enforce
* Leonaid P. Ayres, Gettysburg edition. Department of Education, Russell
Sage Foundation, 1917. (Widely used, basis for other scales also.) Grades
2-8. Based on legibility. Frank N. Freeman and the Zaner-Bloser Staff,
Freeman Handwriting Measuring Scale. Columbus, Ohio: Zaner-Bloser Co.,
1928. Grades 2-8. Edward L. Thorndike, Scale for Measuring Handwriting.
New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University,
1910. Grades 5-8 (Starch has worked out norms). Based on beauty and ease
of movement.

